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disaster, as the Governor can refuse his consent;
but the frequent exercise of this veto is open to
considerable objections, and there are many who
regard with some misgivings this concession, though
it is by no means as great as at first sight appears,
for every provincial government is under the control
of the Governor-General in Council, upon whose
Council the official majority remains unimpaired.
Nevertheless, it will be a bad day for British pres-
tige in India when Bills are carried in the councils
of provinces, which are in fact vast and populous
kingdoms, against the local governments concerned.
The mischief would not be irreparable, but to
repair it would strain the machinery and give
much occasion for thought. The provincial councils
may in future, and indeed are very likely to, reject
legislation introduced for the protection of tenants
from landlords, and the Provincial Government will
in that case either have to leave the tenants unpro-
tected, or invoke the legislative aid of the Governor-
General's Council, on which an official majority is
assured, which will not prove a popular proceeding
with the friends of representative government.
The probability is that in such a case the tenants
will go to the Avail, and it is only another of many
proofs of the complete manner in which the repre-
sentatives of the classes in India have hoodwinked
the representatives of democracy in the British
Parliament.